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Life under layers

By Tinaz Nooshian

’s absolutely noth-
ing that  Dhruvi
Acharya can do about

the arrows being shot in a
spray of slivers on her ceiling,
by her three and five year-old
sons. “You can't shoot at
mama’s paintings!” is about
the only warning the two
have heeded. And while for
the two kids, who take turns
to imagine they are Batman,
Hanuman or Shri Ram, it's
just an hour of role playing,
“What’s with and vio-

© % A recent self-imposed
' exilein New York, from
her kids and h saw
her try her hand at water-
colours for the first time. “I
love the immediacy of the
medium,” she smiles, telling
you about the 51 water
colours that “were grabbed
at the preview, as she and
C:emould G;lgery owner
Shireen Gandhy, stepped
back and watched nervously.

Wlthjustﬁt:voam.llwmbn
remaining from a bunch
72, Dhruvi confesses that
she’d rather hold a show
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lence?” is all that Dhruvi can wi I'lg that ‘}v:em lthadon.trh"ll’\l: '
manage to utter. } Kno works - (nowing t Woi :
e e cxhibiton. Teo 1V0 olled over for B oo
Plus Two Equals, is (or months, won’t be me depressed. I invariably

should we say “was” since it

was sold out even before it With me anymore,

end up keeping a few for

opened) one thatdraws from |eayes me depwssed. And while that may not go-

down well with the market-

HOW TO new veer- linvariably end up gnven art lslcem:, th[:hrsll.\e“’ is
GET wwaras  KeGpingafewfor oo woman. I

life, with a

kids and myself.
THERE the make-
Gallery believe

Chemould, Ist world they
floor, Jehangir  live in. A work titled,
Art Gallery Menace, sees a balloon
Complex, Kala boy with multiple arms,
Ghoda juggling a cricket bat,
weathered teddy bear and
a banana, all at once.
“With the hectic child-
hood kids lead today, I'd call them
multi-taskers. le perceive them as a
menace, trouble, that’s why the name. And
of course, the fact that societal menace,
whether rape, child abuse or murder, leaves
them desperately vulnerable,” she says.

The I'm-not-very: with-words artist
prefers to pin her b stream of con-
sciousness in a drawing diary, where most of
her works are born. Not all of them are auto-
biographical. “I am not the fat woman on the
horse, I will be able to connect with the
idea behind each image,” she explains.

Dhruvi transfers any one of those images
onto canvas, using a technique that sees her
work with over 10 layers of paint; each
acrylic work taking over a month to com-
plete. Inspired by pop culture, comic strips,
Indian minatures and Japanese art, Dhruvi’s
works straddle wit and wisdom.

just can’t handle the promo-
tion, marketing, media
exposure bit. I was being
interviewed on national tele-
vision, and my hands were quivering!” she
says in between an anxious chuckle. -
With a 6 inch square work costing over a
lakh, and an exhibition taking about two
years to put together, you'd have to amass
moolah and patience till you get your hands
on a Dhruvi Acharya. Till then, soak in the
sight while the ongoing exhibition continues
till October 4.
tinaz. nooshian@mid-day.com

Menace; acrylic on canvas



